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PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND MEDIA HAVE IN GENERAL REFRAINED 
FROM COMMENT ON THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT, ALTHOUGH WIRE 
SERVICE REPORTING OF THE EPISODE WAS GIVEN AMPLE COVERAGE IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS. BECAUSE OF PARAGUAY'S STRONG AITI-COMMUNIST 
ORIENTATION AND CLOSE FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROK, THERE IS NO 
POSSIBILITY THE GOP WOULD ACCEPT NORTH KOREA’S VERSION OF THIS 
INCIDENT. THE LACK OF COMMENT IS PROBABLY DUE TO A GENERAL 
DISINTEREST IN FAR OFF EVENTS AND TO THE FACT THAT PARAGUAYAN 
OFFICIALS HAVE SUCH A BAD OPINION OF COMMUNISTS THAT AN INCIDENT 
SUCH AS PANMUNJOM WOULD NOT STRIKE THEM AS ABNORMAL. PARAGUAY 
HAS AGAIN CO-SPONSORED THE FRIENDLY RESOLUTION ON KOREA AT UNGA, 

SO INCIDENT WOULD NOT BE RELEVANT IN THIS REGARD EXCEPT TO RE- 
INFORCE CONVICTIONS THAT ARE ALREADY STRONGLY HELD. 
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